
Approval to accept and execute a Subaward Agreement with the Charles R. Drew University of 
Medicine and Science to support the Department of Public Health’s participation in the California 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome Research Program and 
delegate authority to accept additional funding as determined by the grantor.

SUBJECT

April 19, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT AND EXECUTE SUBAWARD 10-11-KN-C0035-LACDPH FROM THE 
CHARLES R. DREW UNIVERSITY OF MEDICINE AND SCIENCE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

CALIFORNIA HIV/AIDS RESEARCH PROGRAM (All Districts) (3 VOTES

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Approve and instruct the Director of the Department of Public Health (DPH), or his designee, to 
accept and execute Subaward Agreement Number 10-11-KN-C0035-LACDPH (Exhibit I) from the 
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science (CDU) for the period of January 1, 2011 
through June 30, 2011, to support the DPH Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Epidemiology 
Program’s participation in the California Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency 
Syndrome Research Program (CHRP), in the amount of $24,172.

2.  Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept future awards and/or 
amendments that are consistent with the requirements of Subaward Agreement Number 10-11-KN-
C0035-LACDPH that allow for the rollover of unspent funds and/or redirection of funds; adjust the 
term of the award through September 30, 2011; and/or provide an increase or decrease in funding 
up to 25 percent above or below each grant term’s annual base amount,  subject to review and 
approval by County Counsel, and notification to your Board and the Chief Executive Office. 
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended actions will allow the DPH HIV Epidemiology Program to accept funds 
from CDU, to be reimbursed for the services provided to assist CDU with conducting an analysis of 
the HIV and Men Who Have Sex with Men (MSM) Stigma in Latino MSM Project, effective January 
1, 2011 through June 30, 2011. The overall goal of this project is to characterize the HIV and MSM 
stigma of HIV-positive Latino MSM who participated in a CHRP-funded social support study.

Latino MSM are disproportionally impacted by HIV and AIDS in Los Angeles County. Stigma towards 
HIV disease and MSM sexual orientation is widespread in the Latino community and has been 
shown to negatively impact HIV prevention and care-seeking behaviors. In an earlier analysis of the 
social support study data, stigmata related to MSM sexual orientation were associated with worse 
retention in HIV care among HIV-positive Latino MSM. These data suggest that HIV-positive Latino 
MSM are willing to forgo life-saving health care services because of the negative views towards 
MSM within their communities. It is important to gain a fuller understanding of the extent of stigma 
that Latino MSM experience regarding their HIV disease and MSM sexual orientation to develop 
effective HIV and MSM stigma reduction programs within the Latino community in Los Angeles 
County.

The specific aims of this project are:  1) describe HIV and MSM stigma for Latino MSM; 2) to 
compare HIV stigma for Latino MSM to HIV stigma for Latina women and; compare HIV stigma for 
African American MSM to African American women; 3)  to compare the MSM stigma for Latino MSM 
to African American MSM; 4)  to examine the moderating effect of HIV disclosure to social network 
members on HIV and MSM stigma for Latino MSM; and 5) to examine an association between HIV 
and MSM stigma and depression and chronic burden (combined measure of poverty, poor housing, 
unemployment) for Latino MSM.

This Subaward Agreement will enable the DPH HIV Epidemiology Program staff to assist CDU in 
analyzing and comparing data related to stigma experienced from family, friends, and HIV providers, 
associated with HIV status and MSM sexual orientation.  The moderating effect on stigma as a result 
of the disclosure of HIV status to social network members will be examined and analyzed to 
determine if this varies by type of social network member to whom HIV status was disclosed.  Stigma 
will also be examined for an association with depression and chronic burden among Latino MSM and 
compared to other study subgroups.  The above-mentioned analyses will be compiled in a 
manuscript and submitted for publication to a peer-reviewed journal.    
 
The DPH HIV Epidemiology Program routinely conducts epidemiological research among groups at 
high risk for HIV acquisition and transmission in Los Angeles County.  These grant funds will help 
support the cost of one existing Chief Epidemiologist/Principal Investigator (PI) and one existing 
Epidemiologist.  The Chief Epidemiologist/PI will lead the project and will be responsible for directing 
the scientific aspects of the project, conducting a literature review, creating a data analysis plan, and 
authoring a paper for publication in a peer-reviewed journal.  The Epidemiologist will be responsible 
for database management and analysis of the social support study dataset. This individual will also 
assist the Chief Epidemiologist/PI with the manuscript, as needed.

The findings published in the manuscript will be submitted to a peer-reviewed journal as well as 
presented to the Los Angeles County Prevention Planning Commission and Los Angeles County 
Commission on HIV to guide the development of HIV prevention programs.
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Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The recommended actions support Goal 4, Health and Mental Health, of the County’s Strategic Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Under this proposed action, DPH will receive $24,172 from CDU for the period of January 1, 2011 
through June 30, 2011, to reimburse the cost of one existing Chief Epidemiologist/PI and one 
Epidemiologist and other related expenses such as supplies and office space.  Funding is included in 
DPH’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2010-11 Final Adopted Budget, and will be included in future FYs, as 
necessary.

There is no net County cost associated with this action.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The State of California Legislature has requested that The Regents of the University of California, 
Los Angeles (The Regents) establish and administer a program supporting research on AIDS and 
has appropriated funds for the administration of the CHRP.  This project is one of the studies.

On October, 29, 2007, The Regents executed Prime Award Agreement No. CH07-DREW-616 with 
CDU to conduct CHRP research entitled Los Angeles Collaborative HIV/AIDS Public Health 
Research Center effective July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2011.

On February 8, 2011, DPH received Subaward Agreement Number 10-11-KN-C0035-LACDPH from 
CDU, and immediately initiated action to accept these funds.  Acceptance of these funds will provide 
DPH reimbursement for participation effective January 1, 2011 through June 30, 2011.  The delay in 
receiving the Subaward Agreement has prevented DPH from bringing this action to your Board 
sooner.

County Counsel has approved Exhibit I as to form.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the recommended actions will allow DPH to accept grant funds from CDU to analyze and 
compare data associated with the experienced stigma between HIV status and MSM sexual 
orientation.
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Respectfully submitted,

JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer

JEF:srp
#01803

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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